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Welcome to the Easter 2015 edition
of the Victory Flag!

The ﬁrst beauty salon
within an academy

Beauty
@ Victory
State of the art facilities,
latest technologies
New opening hours:
Monday 9am – 1pm
Tuesday 2pm – 6pm
Thursday 9am – 3pm
Friday 9am – 1pm
Extended Opening Times for 2015
We offer a full range of beauty
treatments. Full price list available
Ring for appointments
on 01603 742 310 ex 234
Ormiston Victory Academy,
Middleton Crescent,
Costessey,
Norwich,
NR5 0PX.

I hope that by the
time this reaches you,
we are well and truly
HQMR\LQJWKHEHQH¿WV
of a good Spring – it
has been a busy few
months at Victory
as we take everyone
through the options
processes, countdown
WR¿QDOH[DPLQDWLRQV
for Year 11 and our
6L[WK)RUPVWXGHQWV
and continue to
develop our curriculum
and enrichment
opportunities.
I want to thank you all for the enormous
H̆RUW\RXJRWRIRUFKDULWLHV±ZKHQ,¿UVW
MRLQHGWKHDFDGHP\LQ6HSWHPEHU,
ZDVRYHUZKHOPHGDWKRZPXFKH̆RUWRXU
VWXGHQWVJRWRIRUWKHEHQH¿WRIRWKHUV
(YHU\WLPHZHIXQGUDLVHZHGRLWLQ
UHVSRQVHWRDUHTXHVWIURPDVWXGHQWRUD
IDPLO\,DPVRSURXGWREHSDUWRIVXFKD
JHQHURXVFRPPXQLW\<RXKDYHUDLVHGRYHU
VLQFH6HSWHPEHU,I\RX
GLGQ¶WKHDUDERXWWKHµSLHWKHWHDFKHU¶HYHQW
IRU&RPLF5HOLHI\RXZLOOVHHWKHHYLGHQFH
KHUHZLWK«

,QVLGHWKLVHGLWLRQ\RXZLOOUHDGDERXW
DOORIRXUFRPPXQLW\OHDUQLQJHYHQWVDQG
WKHXQLTXHRSSRUWXQLWLHVZHR̆HU±IRU
H[DPSOHWKH&35FRXUVHIRUSDUHQWVDQG
FKLOGUHQZDVDRQHR̆EXWZHZRXOGORYH
WRUXQLWUHJXODUO\VKRXOG\RXUHTXHVWLW
:HDUHDOVRH[WHQGLQJWKHUDQJHRIFDUHHUV
JXLGDQFHDYDLODEOHWRDOOVWXGHQWV±ZHUXQ
WKHUHJXODU:RUNLQJ/XQFKHVIRUVSHFL¿F
JXLGDQFHDQGWKH&KRRVH<RXU)XWXUH
HYHQWVDUHDOVRRSHQWRDOO\HDUJURXSVRQ
7XHVGD\VLQWKHOLEUDU\IURPSP

I cannot resist another plug
for our parent and child
classes in the evenings –
these include Mandarin,
astronomy and beauty
therapy. If you would
like to discuss the places
available for the coming
year, or suggest a new
course, please contact
Dr Allen on d.allen@
ormistonvictoryacademy
.co.uk.
,HPSKDVLVVHDJDLQWKDWZHRUJDQLVH
WKHVHFRXUUVHVEHFDXVHZHEHOLHYHLQWKH
LPSRUWDQFFHRIIDPLO\OHDUQLQJ

, PGHOLJKWHGWRDQQRXQFHRXUWZRQHZ
3DUHQW*RYHUQRUVDUH-DPHV&ODUNVRQ
DQG'DYLG&URPDFNZKRMRLQRXW/RFDO
*RYHQLQJ%RG\

Thank you all, as ever,
for your support and
enthusiasm for all that
we do – enjoy a lovely
Easter break with
your family.
We look forward to
welcoming back all
students on Monday,
13th April 2015.
With all good wishes
from a proud Principal,

Naomi Palmer
3ULQFLSDO2UPLVWRQ9LFWRU\$FDGHP\

d

7KH\DUHIUUHHWRDWWHQGVRZK\QRWHQMR\
VRPHSUHFFLRXVTXDOLW\WLPHZLWK\RXU
FKLOGDQGVVLJQXS"

2XUH[FHOOHQWHQULFKPHQWPHQXFRQWLQXHV
WRGHYHORSZLWKSDGGOHERDUGLQJDQG
DVXPPHUZDWHUVSRUWVWULSFRPLQJXS

Follow us @VictoryAcad

www.ormistonvictoryacademy.co.uk | Follow us @ VictoryAcad
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Berri… Star of the Future

Ormiston Victory Academy in
Costessey held their second
TeachMeet event on January 5th
featuring collaborative and
innovative workshops,
presentations and activities
aimed at improving the quality
of learning and teaching.

The academy is extremely proud to be working with Swarm Apprenticeships giving young people the opportunity
rtunity
WRZRUNLQDQHQYLURQPHQWWKH\ZLVKWREXLOGDFDUHHUZKLOVWVWXG\LQJIRUDTXDOL¿FDWLRQ7KHDGPLQWHDP
have the absolute pleasure of welcoming Berri Lake who, in a very short time, has proven herself to be
DWUXHDVVHW6KHKDVHPEUDFHGKHUUROHQHYHUIDLOLQJWRLPSUHVVZLWKWKHDPRXQWRIH̆RUWVKHSXWVLQWR
everything she does.
As a result of her hard work and commitment to the academy, Berri was nominated and shortlisted for the
Inspired Youth "Star of the Future" award. The ceremony took place on the 12th February as part of the Holidayy
Inn’s Hotel School Takeover Gala Dinner Celebrations and we were thrilled when it was announced that
Berri had been awarded runner up on the evening. Congratulations Berri. A true star of the future..

The event attracted almost 500 visitors. There were two keynote
speeches to start the day, from Bill Watkin, Operational Director at
the Specialist Schools and Academies Trust and from
Robert Ashton, acclaimed author and ‘Barefoot Entrepreneur’.
CEO of Ormiston Academies Trust, Professor Toby Salt,
welcomed the guests.

Working Lunches
This term we have continued to organise
our Working Lunch sessions, inviting local
business professionals to come in and lead
a short talk, telling our students about the
jobs they have, the industries they work in
and how they got to where they are.

Victory
ry

The aim of these sessions
is to inspire the students
into maybe following
a similar career in the
future, armed with the
knowledge of how to get
to where it is that they
would like to be. We
also use these sessions
Sam Lee, who runs his own business deisgning apps.
to network and build
connections which will
help the students in the future. Recently we have had: Kristina Garner from
UEA, talking about university and careers in Law and Greg Collins from
Mimecast, who talked about the careers he has had in ICT and Business.

If you are interested in hosting a Working Lunch session here
at the academy, please get in touch with Vanessa Blyth for more
information at: v.blyth@ormistonvictoryacademy.co.uk
or by calling 01603 742310.

Schools, educational organisations and companies from as far away
as Cambridge attended the event, which took place in the academy’s
VWDWHRIWKHDUWEXLOGLQJ*URXSVRIVWD̆IURP&RVWHVVH\-XQLRU
Queen’s Hill Primary, Ormiston Denes Academy, City of Norwich
6FKRRO2UPLVWRQ9HQWXUH$FDGHP\&OL̆3DUN2UPLVWRQ$FDGHP\
and Gresham’s School were among the delegates.

As well as a range of presentations and workshops, delegates
enjoyed mini-golf, beauty treatments from Lord Nelson Sixth
Form students and archery in order to meet new colleagues and to
kickstart the new term in a productive and creative way.

4

Ian Stirling from Skate Norfolk & Objectives Reached

Greg Collins from Mimecast, who talked about the careers
he has had in ICT and Business.

Apprenticeships
Evening

The event was set up with the aim of encouraging a wide range
of schools and academies, both primary and secondary, to work
together to share excellent practice.
Nicola Pettit, Assistant Principal for Teaching and Learning who
organised the event, said ‘A Teachmeet creates a more personalised
style of professional development for teachers. All planning for
learning should meet the needs of its audience – teaching and
VXSSRUWVWD̆GHVHUYHWKHVDPHPHQXRIRSSRUWXQLWLHV¶3ULQFLSDO
Naomi Palmer added ‘This event has been extremely well received
and has allowed links to be forged between schools – collaboration
is the key to sustained success.’

Kristina Garner from UEA,
talking about university and careers in Law

Any teachers, schools or organisations
who wish to get involved in next
year’s TeachMeet event or the June
summer TeachMeet ‘lite’, should
contact Nicola Pettit at n.pettit@
ormistonvictoryacademy.co.uk.
Follow us @ VictoryAcad | www.ormistonvictoryacademy.co.uk

We have also held an evening all about
apprenticeships, where we invited Year
DQGVWXGHQWVWR¿QGRXWPRUH
about what being an apprentice is like,
from one of the apprentices who works
here at Ormiston Victory Academy.
There were also local colleges and providers invited so the students had
WKHFKDQFHWRDVNWKHPDOONLQGVRIGL̆HUHQWTXHVWLRQVDERXWWKHFRXUVHV
and opportunities available to them if they decide to pursue an
apprenticeship.

www.ormistonvictoryacademy.co.uk | Follow us @ VictoryAcad
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Brilliant
Club 2015
This year we have
been fortunate
HQRXJKWRR̆HU<HDU
7 and 8 students the
opportunity to
take part in the
Brilliant Club.
The Brilliant Club represents a fantastic
opportunity for students to be taught, in
a university style, a number of engaging
topics. They take part in two university
visits and in seminars led by PhD students.
$VZHOODVGRLQJDQXPEHURIGL̆HUHQW
tasks during the course, they complete
DZRUG¿QDODVVHVVPHQWRQWKHLU
set topic. This assessment is marked
and graded by the tutors and successful
students attend a graduation ceremony
at a top university. This year our students
will have the opportunity to graduate at
Cambridge University.
This year 24 of our Year 7 and Year 8
students have taken part in the scheme.
They have been split into two groups;
one looking at the spread of infectious
diseases such as Ebola, and the other
looking at literary criticism. All of the
students attended an excellent launch
event at the UEA where they met their
3K'PHQWRUVIRUWKH¿UVWWLPHDQGWRRN
SDUWLQWKHLU¿UVWVHPLQDU$VSDUWRIWKH

visit they also had a tour of the university.
All of the students commented on how
much they enjoyed the day and left very
excited at the prospect of working with
their mentors.

full honours from the programme.
Whatever the outcome, the students
have had a fantastic experience and
hopefully it will inspire them to go
o on
to university study.

Over the last two weeks, the Brilliant
Club students have been taking part in
seminars with the PhD students. The
students have really enjoyed the sessions
and have had nothing but praise for the
mentors. Equally, the mentors have been
incredibly impressed with the standard of
work the students have been producing.
The work is set at a level well above the
students’ normal Key Stage 3 work and
their mentors have been amazed not only
by the understanding of the students but
also their enthusiasm.

If this sounds like something thatt you
art in,
might be interested in taking part
or you want to learn more about
out other
opportunities to visit universities
rsities and learn
about university life, makee sure you listen
out in form time over thee coming weeks.

The students have two more weeks of
VHPLQDUVEHIRUHWKH\VXEPLWWKHLU¿QDO
assignments during the Easter holidays.
Feedback from the mentors so far suggests
that all of the students involved will do
very well and hopefully graduate with

There will be a number of
opportunitiess to take part in
activities and
nd visits hosted by
rsity of East Anglia,
the University
er top universities
and other
DVZHOODVVHVVLRQVR̆HULQJ
DVVHVVLRQVR̆HULQJ
help and advice on
university
versity choices.
0U-%XQWLQJ+HDGRI$EOH*LIWHGDQG7DOHQWHG
%XQWLQJ+HDGRI$EOH*LIWHGDQG7DOHQWHG

Beauty Visit
Four Year 13 beauty students visited
The Gallery hairdressers in Norwich
to carry out a Pamper Evening for
\RXQJSHRSOHZKRDUHVX̆HULQJ
with cancer.
The girls came along with Mrs Downs and myself and were an
absolute credit to our academy.
The comments from the salon owners and the lady who runs
The Big C Appeal were amazing, they all said how professional
the girls are and what wonderful treatments they gave to the girls
VX̆HULQJZLWKFDQFHU,FRXOGQRWKDYHEHHQPRUHSURXGRIWKHPDOO
Miss Pollard - Curriculum Leader of Beauty

Community
Involving the local and wider community is really
ally important to us at
Ormiston Victory Academy and we are pleased
d that parents and friends
DUHVXSSRUWLQJRXUYHQWXUHV2XUIDPLO\FR̆HHDQGFKDWLVSURYLQJ
̆HHDQGFKDWLVSURYLQJ
SRSXODUZLWKPXPVDQGJUDQGPDVUHOD[LQJZLWKDFR̆HHRUKDYLQJD
JZLWKDFR̆HHRUKDYLQJD
manicure while their children are looked after by our childcare students.
$FUqFKHLVQRZRSHQIRU3DUHQWV¶(YHQLQJVHQDEOLQJPRUHSDUHQWVWRDWWHQG3DUHQW
RDWWHQG3DUHQW FKLOGFODVVHVFRQWLQXHDQGIRUWKH¿UVW
WLPHWKLVWHUPSDUHQWVKDYHDWWHQGHGRQHQLJKWFODVVHVLQ&35¿UVWDLGDQG³+RZWR6DYH$%DE\¶V/LIH´
DLGDQG³+RZWR6DYH$%DE\¶V/LIH´
• We are also about to embark on a project with the Costessey branch of the Royal British Legion who have
UHFHLYHGIXQGLQJIRURXUVWXGHQWVWRFUHDWHDORFDOPHPRU\RIOLIHGXULQJGL̆HUHQWFRQÀLFWV
GXULQJGL̆HUHQWFRQÀLFWV
$QRWKHUVXFFHVVIXOFUDIWID\UHLVWDNLQJSODFHLQ-XQHDORQJVLGHDQDUWVZHHNZKHUHYDULRXVFRQFHUWVZLOOWDNHSODFHLQFOXGLQJD
UWVZHHNZKHUHYDULRXVFRQFHUWVZLOOWDNHSODFHLQFOXGLQJD
concert with Taverham Band.

Keep an eye on our website for details of how you can join us in these events.
Ms Curson – Head of Extended Learning
Norfolk Cancer Charity Website
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Every student received
a scroll to acknowledge
their progress and
special awards were
given to the following
students:
Amelia Landles
Outstanding achievement.
Mitchel Taylor
Outstanding contribution.

Year 11 '14 Graduation
On January 29th, the Year 11 Class
of 2014 enjoyed a full American
style graduation to celebrate their
achievements.
Parents were surprised as all students whisked away returned
having been wearing Ormiston Victory Academy caps and gowns,
¿OLQJLQWRWKHKDOOUHDG\WRUHFHLYHWKHLUVFUROOV

8

The idea for the American style event is a tribute to Student Voice
at the academy since it was requested by senior ambassadors,
Rachel Hondura and Candy Oluwajana.

(̆RUW Hannah Booty for English
7LD-DUYLVIRUDUW
Luca Elia for PE
Kelsey Carruthers for ICT
Lauren Swan Horton for history
-DFN6HJRQIRUJHRJUDSK\
Amelia Landles for SMSC

Student Leaders:
Ashley Burton

Owen Richardson

Tia Carey Smith

Chloe Hunter

Rachel Hondora

Luca Elia

Rachel Godfrey

Anushka Read

Mathew Cates

Nicole Patterson

Achievement: Victoria Watling for science
Rachel Hondora for SMSC
Connor Stearman for ICT
Sam Smith for art
Sam Smith for geography

Sam Henden

Ashley Mortimer

Sam Smith

Alexandra Wells

s, all …
n
o
i
t
a
l
u
t
Congra 'll miss you
we

Mitchel Taylor

Rikki Cole, Head of Year 11 at the academy, planned the event and said:
“A formal graduation acknowledges how proud we are of our students
HYHU\FKLOGPDNHVSURJUHVVLQDZKROHUDQJHRIZD\VRYHU¿YH\HDUV
- it’s important everyone feels special.”
The graduation ceremony will now be an annual event at Victory.

In true American style, Rachel Hondura was the valedictorian,
making a powerful speech about self-belief and personal
DVSLUDWLRQVWKDQNLQJVWD̆IRUWKHLUVXSSRUW
Chair of Governors, Trish Phillips and Principal Naomi Palmer
JDYHVSHHFKHVR̆HULQJWKDQNVDQGFRQJUDWXODWLRQV

Follow us @ VictoryAcad | www.ormistonvictoryacademy.co.uk

www.ormistonvictoryacademy.co.uk | Follow us @ VictoryAcad
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With the GCSEs fast
approaching, we have
EHHQWU\LQJWR¿QGZD\V
of making revision a
little more fun for our
hard working Year 11s.
In mathematics we
have been holding topic
VSHFL¿FUHFDOOHYHQWV
in the style of speed
dating!

The prizes themselves
are pretty special with
students being given
the chance of winning
vouchers worth up to

2. Why do you love teaching English?
English is wonderful. For starters, language is how we think;
the more words we have at our disposal the more we are able
to express our opinions. Secondly, reading literature helps us
to understand how other people feel, often people living in very
GL̆HUHQWWLPHVDQGFLUFXPVWDQFHVWRRXURZQ,IZHXQGHUVWDQG
people, we are able to get on better with them: maybe English
could stop wars!
3. What’s impressed you most about Victory?
A lot of the students I meet have a real interest in doing their
absolute best and succeeding in their studies; I think that is
extremely impressive. The students are also really keen to get
involved with academy life outside of the classroom, which is great.
4. Where would you love to travel to most?
I've been there many times, but I would always choose Italy.
:KHQ,VWHSR̆WKHSODQH,IHHOOLNH, PKRPH
5. If you were a biscuit, what would you be?
Not eating biscuits myself, I'm really not sure. Anyway, someone
else's opinion is always much more insightful. My Y10s think I'm a
bit bonkers; maybe a selection box? You never know
what you're going to get?

Mathematics

So far we have had two of
these events, ‘Christmaths’
and ‘I love Mathematics’.

£20 in value to spend on
whatever they choose - it
is all to play for! Runner
up prizes have included
football tickets, prom
points and chocolate.

So far these lucky students
have included: Ben Sell
and Dean Terry.

Both of these events have been lots of
fun with lots of students winning some
fantastic prizes. The Year 11s have
performed outstandingly in both events
and have really enjoyed themselves. We are
looking forward to the next event which is
taking place on Friday 20th March; The
Easter Eqquation (Get it?)
Miss Bradshaw – Teacher of Mathematics
hematics
m

Victory Term
Dates 2014-2015
Friday 27th March
Academy closes at 2.45pm for Easter break

Monday 13th April
Summer term begins for all students

2015

6. What did you want to
be when you were young?
A mermaid.
7. What’s your ambition?
I'd love to write a book. Failing that,
att,
n
trying to help all students recieve an
equal education regardless of where
eree
they come fromm will do for now!!
8. Tell us your favourite joke..
A man walks into a cake shop. He looks
all around and sees that every cake costs £1. Then, almost
hidden in a back corner, he sees this one cake sitting alone
on a shelf. It is labelled £2. Naturally he asks the shopkeeper:
"Why is that particular cake priced at £2 when all the rest
are only £1".
The shopkeeper looks over to the corner and gives the man
a knowing glance. "Ah," he says. "That's madeira cake!"
(You have to say it out loud!)

THE
PRESS

Monday 4th May

More than 30,000 students turned
their classrooms into newsrooms for
BBC News School Report's ninth annual
News Day and ours were no exception.
Year 8 students have been working on
their stories, conducting their research
and perfecting their techniques, in the
hopes that their reports will be broadcast
nationally, on BBC television.
Good luck to all involved.

Friday 22nd May
Academy closes at 2.45pm for half term break

0RQGD\VW-XQH
All students return to the academy

)ULGD\WK-XO\
Last day of term, Summer Fete till 5pm.
Details to follow.

Tuesday 24th March Year 8 Options Evening

Thursday 23rd April Year 12 Parents’ Evening

Thursday 7th May Year 7 Parents’ Evening

Follow us @ VictoryAcad | www.ormistonvictoryacademy.co.uk

with Miss Parnell - English

May Day Bank Holiday (academy closed)

Victory Diary
Dates for 2015
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Q&A

STOP

Year 11 students sit around long benches
(with an array of sweets and chocolates
present of course!) and have ten, one
minute rounds in which they try to answer
as many questions as possible. There are
two rounds where students take on the
roles of both the ‘quiz-er’ and the ‘quiz-ee’.
At the end of the event the students with
WKHWRSVFRUHVDUHSXWLQWRDUD̈HIRU
the prizes.

I joined Victory in September and was teaching in central
London before that.

Spring/Summer Term

7KHHYHQWVLQYROYHWKHXVHRIÀDVKFDUGV
which vary in levels across the GCSE
VSHFL¿FDWLRQ7KHUHDUHWKUHHVHWV
of questions covering foundation,
intermediate and higher, meaning
HYHU\RQHLVLQIRUDFKDQFHRIZLQQLQJ¿UVW
SUL]H6HWVRIWKHÀDVKFDUGVDUHJLYHQWR
all of the Year 11 forms at the start of the
week so that students can practice and
revise in form time. They also get their own
SHUVRQDOVHWRIÀDVKFDUGVWRWDNHKRPHDQG
revise with.

1. Tell us when you joined Victory and what you did
before you had the pleasure of joining us!

Admissions
Places are still available for
September. If you would
like more information
or to book a tour call:
01603 742 310
or please visit:
ormistonvictoryacademy.co.uk

www.ormistonvictoryacademy.co.uk | Follow us @ VictoryAcad
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Rock
Challenge®

Ormistion Victory Academy performing
arts students have once again showcased
their talent in fantastic style.
There is currently no local event in Norfolk
therefore, Victory students travelled to
Stevenage to compete in Day Two
of the 2015 Be Your Best Stevenage
Rock Challenge® and were
awarded third place!

Victory Flag: Spring

Several awards are given throughout the
HYHQWRQHRIWKHPRVWVLJQL¿FDQWEHLQJ
The Spirit of Rock Challenge® Award
which allows those taking part to nominate
who they think has been the friendliest and
most supportive towards the other schools.
Ormiston Victory Academy were presented
with this highly anticipated award for their
true Rock Challenge® spirit.

The event, held at Stevenage Leisure
Centre, attracted an audience of over 500
audience members and was supported by
Hertfordshire Constabulary, Stevenage
Community Trust and Druglink. Mayor
of Stevenage, Councillor Sherma Batson
came to watch some of the day rehearsals
as well as attending the evening show.
Commenting after all the schools had
performed, Councillor Sherma Batson
spoke highly of all the young people
involved.

³,MXVWZDQWHGWRVD\KRZPXFK,¶YH
enjoyed this evening, it has been
absolutely fantastic and everyone has
been so professional. I think that the
Rock Challenge® project is an excellent
thing for young people and I’m also really
LPSUHVVHGWKDWWKHUHDOOGL̆HUHQWDJHV
working together. This is the best thing
I’ve seen for a very long time and think
that you are absolutely all winners
KHUHWRQLJKW´

Ormiston Victory Academy focused their piece on
Pompeii and created a visually impressive
SHUIRUPDQFHWRUHÀHFWµ7KH'HYDVWDWLRQRI9HVXYLXV¶
Despite travelling the furthest of all the schools
involved, Ormiston Victory were enthusiastic
and full of energy from the moment they
arrived. The schools taking part all arrived
early in the morning and spent the day
rehearsing, dancing, having
fun and supporting
each other.

Eveyone at the academy is extremely proud of all the performing arts students who took part in this year's
HYHQWDQGDUHJUDWHIXOWRDOOWKHPHPEHUVRIVWD̆ZKRVXSSRUWHGWKHP:HDUHWKULOOHGWRDQQRXQFHWKDWRXU
students won the following 9 awards for their performance.
1. Hertfordshire Police Award of Excellence for Choreography

7. Tega (Events) Award of Excellence for Lighting

2. Hertfordshire Police Award of Excellence for Performance Skill

8. Hertfordshire Police Award for Spirit
of Rock Challenge®

3. Hertfordshire Police Award of Excellence for Concept
4. Stevenage Community Trust Award of Excellence for Drama
5. Be Your Best Foundation Award of Excellence for Soundtrack

9. Rock Challenge® Award for School Community Support
Ormiston Victory Academy

6.Global Rock Challenge Award of Excellence
for Costuming Character
12

Follow us @ VictoryAcad | www.ormistonvictoryacademy.co.uk
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Victory
SkiTrip

Friday 13th February 2015 saw the long awaited
departure of the Victory ski trip and could not
have come quick enough for the 52 students who
made the trip to Austria, all hoping for snow and
some fun on the slopes.

Victory Flag: Spring

7KHJURXSZHUHVRRQ¿WWHGIRUWKHLUVNL
equipment, split into their ability groups
DQGZKLVNHGR̆RQWRWKHVORSHVE\WKHLU
very own personal instructors from ‘Otto’s
6NL6FKRRO¶7KH¿UVWPRUQLQJSURYHGWREH
a bit of a shock for some of the students as
WKH\JRWXVHGWRKRZGL̆HUHQWLWIHHOVWREH
able to ski on proper snow as opposed to
riding the dry slope in Norwich. After some
handy pointers from their instructors,

it wasn’t long before the students were
making rapid progress in their skiing, with
the top ability group progressing on to
skiing red runs by the early afternoon.
On the second day, the progress the group
made was staggering with the top group
progressing to skiing black runs, which
are the hardest in any ski resort, with
the second and third groups moving on
WRFRQTXHUWKHLU¿UVWHYHUUHGUXQ$OORI
the students met back together for lunch
each day whilst on the slopes so that they
could tell each other the stories from their
sessions. An evening treat followed - a trip
to the local pizza restaurant.

By the end of the third day's skiing, the
JURXSVZHUHDOOVNLLQJZLWKFRQ¿GHQFHLQ
their own ability, continuing to impress
ERWKWKHLQVWUXFWRUVDQGDFDGHP\VWD̆
alike. Evening entertainment followed
in the form of a disco where the students
danced the night away, treating us to
a whole host of dance moves; a special
PHQWLRQKDVWRJRWR-DFN+RZDUGZKHUH,
use the term ‘dancing’ in its loosest sense!
Day four saw the ski conditions become
slightly trickier, with no new snow, the
pre-existing snow began to free making
parts of the mountain very icy. This proved
to be no problem for our now almost
expert skiers, who made light work of...
Continues overleaf

"…and Snow-Plough everyone!"

The 19 hour
coach trip took the students
through France and Germany, arriving
at the destination resort of Katschberg in
high spirits and excited about what the week
had in store for them. After check in at Hotel
Camp Royal X, the students were treated to
some traditional Austrian cuisine in the
hotel’s restaurant and after some much
needed sleep, the group were up bright
and early raring to start their ski lessons.
After breakfast was over and lunches were packed it was back on
the coach for the 30 minute journey up to the top of the mountain.
As we arrived the resort, the sun was shining and the snow looked
great, ready for all of the students to put into practice what they
had learned on the dry ski slopes back home at Norfolk
Snow Sports Club.
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Ski-Trip 2015 continued…
the ice and could be
VHHQÀ\LQJDURXQGDOO
areas of the mountain,
skiing around in snake
formation following
their instructors as
they were treated to
the stunning scenery
and views that
Katschberg had to
R̆HU:LWKµ*R3URV¶
DQGFDPHUDV¿OPLQJ
and snapping pictures
at a veracious rate
all week, nobody
was safe from their
falls in the snow
not being captured
forever on camera.
(YHQWKHVWD̆ZHUH
victim to the students catching us right at
the moment we fell into the snow, with us being greeted by a
chorus of laughs, jeers and cheers from everyone that we had
fallen over in front of.
The students were not expecting skiing to be as physically
demanding as it was, but the same amount of energy was
SUHVHQWGXULQJGD\¿YH:LWKORWVRIODXJKLQJDQGMRNLQJ
entwined with some more excellent skiing from every single
student on the trip, all of whom by this point had made such
staggering progress, even more remarkable when considering
that a number of the students had had no ski lessons or any ski
experience prior to leaving for Austria. Evening entertainment
RQWKH¿IWKQLJKWZDVWKHVWD̆¶VSHUVRQDOIDYRXULWH±LFH
skating.
This proved to be the perfect opportunity to get our own back
on the students for laughing at us for falling over on the slopes,
as many students struggled to stay on their feet on the ice rink.

The Sixth Form boys who made up the majority of the
advanced group for skiing proved that their winter sports
skills were not transferable and spent the majority of the night
crawling around on the ice on all fours unable to stand up for
more than a few seconds! A special mention has to go to Chris
Burton who proved to be not only an excellent skier, but also
an excellent ice skater as well, which led to him being awarded
‘Best Ice Skater’ in the trip awards ceremony that took place on
the coach journey home.
All good things must come to an end and day six was our
¿QDOGD\LQ$XVWULD$QRWKHUGD\RIH[FHOOHQWVNLLQJIROORZHG
by a farewell from our ski instructors and ski school, many
of whom our students had become very fond of. The return
FRDFKMRXUQH\ÀHZE\LQFRPSDULVRQWRWKHRXWERXQGMRXUQH\
with the highlight being the ‘Victory Ski Awards 2015’. The
2VFDUVKDGQRWKLQJRQWKLVDZDUGVFHUHPRQ\ZLWKGL̆HUHQW
awards being given to every student on the trip for their most
memorable moment of the week. I would like to take this
RSSRUWXQLW\WRDSRORJLVHWR+DUU\5RJHUVZKRVHFHUWL¿FDWH,
managed to misplace between writing and getting on the coach.
He was however, as a result, lucky enough to receive a special
RQHR̆KDQGPDGH GUDZQ FHUWL¿FDWHDVDUHSODFHPHQW
The ski trip was a huge success with every student having an
amazing time and gaining a great deal from the experience.
It was an absolute privilege to lead the academy ski trip and
that every single student on the trip was a credit to both
WKHDFDGHP\DQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV$OORIWKHVWD̆RQWKHWULS
thoroughly enjoyed taking you all to Austria and would like to
thank each and every one of you for giving us an experience
that we will never forget, one that we thoroughly enjoyed and
that hopefully you all did as well.
Next year’s ski trip is currently being booked so watch this
space for more details. The ski trip is open to every student
from Years 7-12 and genuinely gives students the opportunity
to enjoy an experience and trip unlike any other.
Mr Bliss - Teacher of PE and Director of Enrichment

German Exchange
Last December our Year
11s were lucky enough to
be able to spend a week
in Germany on Ormiston
9LFWRU\¶V¿UVW*HUPDQ
School Exchange.
The students spent a week in Dinkelsbühl,
near Munich, experiencing the life of their
teenage German counterparts. They lived
LQKRVWIDPLOLHVDQGVDZKRZGL̆HUHQWO\
Germans lived. This included the food –
a major theme for our ever hungry 15
and 16 year olds! Many left the UK seeing a

long week of meals they would not like and
politely turning down food. However, quite
the opposite was the case. Many have now
come back to the UK with a love of German
cuisine (think cakes, sausages and potato
dumplings!) and plan to return the favour
to their new German friends when they
visit us at the end of February.

across the city centre.
The host families looked after the Year
11s really well - many were taken out
over the weekend for ice skating and
some even visited the legendary Bayern
Munich stadium.

The week was spent visiting Christmas
markets, seeing castle dungeons and
going to a German school for a day. One
of the highlights was the bell ringing in
Ansbach church. Holly Wise was given
the chance to push a three tonne bell – no
easy feat! But after successfully pushing
IRUDJRRG¿YHPLQXWHVWKHEHOOFKLPHG

Year 11 Mock Exam
The Year 11 students embarked on the next
chapter of their academic journey this January,
attempting a two week examination block
focusing upon mock exams for the GCSEs that
they will sit during the summer term.
Although the process was rigorously demanding and designed to test our students’
knowledge, I am happy to say that our Year 11s approached
the mocks with enthusiasm and professionalism. Each
booster session students listened attentively and each exam
was approached to the best of students’ ability. Students received feedback from the exams and results via
a mock results day assembly and I am pleased to say as well as some outstanding results, students are now
taking such feedback and using this to ensure that results in the summer term only surpass those recently
taken.
<HDUVWXGHQWVDUHQRZEHLQJVXSSRUWHGWKURXJKWKHLU¿QDOIHZWHUPVDVVHFRQGDU\VWXGHQWVDQGKDYH
DUDQJHRIUHYLVLRQPDWHULDOSHULRGVL[VHVVLRQVDQGVXSSRUWIURPVWD̆DWWKHLUGLVSRVDOWRHQVXUHWKDW
outstanding results, achievement and success will be on the horizon this August for results.
Mr Cole – Victory Intervention Programme Leader.
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Well done year 11 we are so very prork!
of you , keep up the outstanding wo
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We look forward to welcoming the German students to the UK, introducing
them to the English way of life – naturally including a trip to the seaside
DQGDSRUWLRQRIVRJJ\¿VKDQGFKLSV
And Year 7s… watch this space. The exchange is coming your way soon! Miss Sheldrake – Curriculum Leader of MFL

www.ormistonvictoryacademy.co.uk | Follow us @ VictoryAcad
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“A reader lives
a thousand lives
before he dies.
The man who
never reads
lives only one”.

Victory says "No!"
to Cyberbullying
Enterprise Day

This quote from George R R
Martin speaks volumes and
shows why it is so important for
our young people to be reading.
Reading enriches lives in ways
we never stop to understand; the
insight into other cultures, world
issues and, for the students, the
obstacles in the journey towards
adulthood, are invaluable
experiences that can easily
be missed.

Here at Ormiston Victory Academy,
we take the decisions that our students
have to make about their future careers
very seriously and therefore we take
supporting them to make the right ones
just as seriously.

The enthusiasm with which the students in Key Stage 3 have embraced the home-school reading challenge, that was
ODXQFKHGLQ-DQXDU\KDVEHHQDVWRXQGLQJDQGLWLVDUHDOGHOLJKWWRVHHVRPDQ\RIRXUVWXGHQWVHQJDJLQJLQWKHLURZQ
independent reading. Many of our students have been commenting on how much they are enjoying the books they are
reading. This shows that the challenge is having an almost immediate impact and, in time, so many of the lives of our
students will be enriched through their enjoyment of reading. It is inevitable that an increase in reading will lead to an
increase in achievement, which will ultimately lead to better opportunities in the future.
Miss Chaddock – Teacher of English

Brought to the streets of Norwich
by the same organisation that
gave us the GoGo Gorillas - is an
interactive arts sculpture trail
of over 80 large painted dragon
sculptures and over 100 baby
school dragons.
This exciting community arts project will raise money for Break,
a local charity which helps vulnerable young people in need of
care and housing. We here at Ormiston Victory Academy are
lucky enough to have been given a dragon of our very own to
decorate, and are ready and raring to go!
2XU¿UVWRUGHURIEXVLQHVVZLOOEHWRṘFLDOO\QDPHRXUGUDJRQ
As I type this article, voting forms are circulating the various
form groups of Victory, with the student body voting on their
favourite name for our sculpture. They are also busy voting
on whether our dragon will be a boy, a girl, or a gender free
mythical beast.
The next step will be to select our designs. The Student Council,
during one of their weekly Baraza meetings, decided that the
fairest way to ensure that the entire academy is represented
through our, as yet un-named, dragon would be for each form
JURXSWRGHVLJQD³VFDOH´±DVHFWLRQRIWKHGUDJRQWREHSDLQWHG

by selected members of the form group.
Students involved in the painting of
the sculpture will also help in raising
money for Break by getting charity
donations boxes out into the local
community.

Rich Cottell’s visit to Victory on 2nd
February 2015 was met with great
excitement by the Year 7 and 8 students
who were fortunate enough to be involved
in his E-safety and anti cyber bullying
presentation.
Rich, a popular singer who has supported
acts such as The Wanted and Conor
Maynard, brought an important message
to the students through his singing and
lively discussion.
Students talked about how to keep
themselves safe online and were guided
through what to do if they were ever
exposed to any kind of online bullying
or harassment.

The new reading scheme that
has been set up recently in our
library aims to open those doors. Based around the idea of football, the scheme is designed to put the rewarding feeling
back into reading. The students are encouraged to read for 15 minutes, three times a week. Each 45 minutes of reading
accumulated allows students to then place their personalised football into the goals, working their way through the
reading challenge.

GoGo Dragons!
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This is something we aim to do
throughout every single year group in
WKHDFDGHP\-XVWUHFHQWO\ZHKDYHKDG
a Careers and Enterprise day for the
Year 8s where students worked together

Rich’s own personal experience of how
F\EHUEXOO\LQJD̆HFWHGDPHPEHURI
his own family combined
with his engaging manner,
charisma and talented
performances of current
chart music ensured that
our students thoroughly
enjoyed themselves whist
taking on board the serious
message of the day.

The GoGo Dragons! project
is a fantastic opportunity for
our students to engage in a
Norwich-wide community arts
programme which will help raised
funds for those who could have
their entire lives changed by the
right support at the right time.

What will our
dragon be named?
What will it look like?
Who will it be?
Whatever the answers to those questions
turn out to be, we can be sure of one thing:
Our dragon will represent the best of
Victory, the best of Norwich, and the best
of our students.
Mr Wilson – Head of Student
Voice and Teacher of Art

Follow us @ VictoryAcad | www.ormistonvictoryacademy.co.uk

in groups to design
and promote a new
business idea with
the help of dedicated
business mentors, whilst at the
same time learning skills, being
motivated and inspired and
gaining an insight into the
world of business.

www.ormistonvictoryacademy.co.uk | Follow us @ VictoryAcad
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Christmas
Jumper Day

Charity Begins at Victory
This term has seen the launch of a new Charity Committee which is being
run by Miss Shannon. We have been so overwhelmed with our students
ZDQWLQJWRVXSSRUWGL̆HUHQWFKDULWLHVDQGVXJJHVWLQJLGHDVIRUIXQGUDLVLQJ
that the Charity Committee seemed the obvious next step.
To date, since September, Victory students have
VXSSRUWHGRYHUWHQGL̆HUHQWFKDULWLHVDQGUDLVHG
over £3000.00
There are lots more charity days planned. The Charity Committee meets every
:HGQHVGD\EUHDNLQ-XELOHH
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As well as wearing non uniform
for Red Nose Day, a bake sale
was held and ten brave
PHPEHUVRIVWD̆SXW
themselves up to have a
custard pie in their face.
Those raising the
most money were
Miss Carpenter,
Mr Timm and the run away
winner with almost a £100
raised was Mr Driver

RedDay
e
Nos

"Wear it Red Day"
6LQFH-DQXDU\
we have had a
³:HDULW5HG´
day, supporting
The British Heart
Foundation and
a non-uniform
charity day to
support Comic
Relief, B-EAT IT,
mie-Rae
and the Emmie-Rae
Barker Appeal..

20

Follow us @ VictoryAcad | www.ormistonvictoryacademy.co.uk

Mr Dri
ver's ti
n

Bake
Sale
m
Non Unifo

www.ormistonvictoryacademy.co.uk | Follow us @ VictoryAcad

21

March 2015

Victory Flag: Spring

Links

International

Harry Potter

Sometimes we get used to seeing
the same faces every day at the
academy - the same teachers, the
same students, the same friends.
However, this academic year the
MFL department has opened its
doors to teachers from all
around the world.
Ormiston Victory Academy has had the pleasure of hosting
teachers from Peru and China who were interested in
observing how the British education system functions on
a day to day basis. We were particularly honoured to be
visited by the Peruvian Ambassador to the UK, who spent a
morning in our academy, meeting students and teachers.

These exchange students
have spent whole days in our
academy, taking part in lessons and making new
friends with our own students. It has also been a chance for
Victory students to practice their languages and learn about
the lives of teenagers outside of Britain.

However, the international links do not stop there. The
MFL department have also hosted exchange students from
France, Germany, Italy and Spain in order to give young
people from around Europe the chance to experience life
in the shoes of British students.

On February 5th 2015,
Victory library joined the
rest of the world in the
FHOHEUDWLRQRIWKHYHU\¿UVW
ever Harry Potter Book
Night. The library was
decorated in true Harry
3RWWHUVW\OHZLWKÀRDWLQJ
candles, owls at Privet
Drive and with students
DQGVWD̆LQFRVWXPH
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At 3pm witches
and wizards
entered through
Platform 9 ¾ with their wands
at the ready and their broomsticks at
WKHOLEUDU\GRRU7KHHYHQWNLFNHGR̆
spectacularly with a reading of the
¿UVWFKDSWHURI+DUU\3RWWHUDQGWKH
Philosopher’s Stone by Ashton Bennet
in Year 7.

Hogwarts before leading us through the
sorting hat ceremony.

This was then followed byy Millie-Ann
-H̆HU\LQ<HDU DOVRNQRZQDV3URIHVVRU
DOVRNQRZQ
QDV3URIHVVRU
McGonagle) performing
speech
forming a spe
peech to
welcome us all to
o

Mrs Cole - Libraryy Manager
g and Robert Arger
g – Year 13
3

The students took part in various quizzes
and activities, with rewards including
Chocolate Golden Snitches. The overall
winning team of the Harry Potter trivia
quiz consisted of Parth Sharma, Om
Pancholi, Anshav Pancholi, Zak Barham
and Megan Fuller. All the students
had a fantastic night.

We hope to continue these links in to the future, giving
VWXGHQWVDQGWHDFKHUVWKHFKDQFHWRUHÀHFWRQWKHLURZQ
British lifestyles whilst giving the others the opportunity to see
how we live here.

Follow us @ VictoryAcad | www.ormistonvictoryacademy.co.uk
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A-Level
& GCSE Showcase

What wonderful creative talent we
have here at Ormiston Victory Academy

KS3 Awards

On the 16th January, we held an event
to celebrate the outstanding achievements
of the students in Key Stage 3. From the reports that teachers submitted
LQWHUPRQHZHLGHQWL¿HGVWXGHQWVZKRKDGIXO¿OOHGFHUWDLQDFKLHYHPHQW
criteria and were delighted to be able to give out 83 awards in total:
Upskills, Academic Excellence, Victory Superstar, Excellent Attitude
to Learning and the Principal's award.
The Upskills award is for students who
have received the most Visa Points for
H̆HFWLYHXVHRI8SVNLOOVLQWKHLUOHVVRQV
The Academic Excellence award is for
students who have made two sub levels of
SURJUHVVDFURVV¿YHRUPRUHVXEMHFWVE\
the end of the Autumn term. The Victory
6XSHUVWDUDZDUGLVQRPLQDWHGE\VWD̆
for students who have shown exceptional
H̆RUWHLWKHULQWKHDFDGHP\RULQWKH
wider community.

Karate Ambassador
Kieran took part in his karate yellow belt grading on 14th March,
to move up to his a green belt and obtained distinctions
(90 – 100 %) in all three of the categories he was tested in.

The Excellent Attitude to Learning is
awarded to students who have achieved an
average attitude to learning of a one across
all of their subjects and the Principal's
Award is, of course, for students
nominated by the Principal for being an
exceptional ambassador for the academy.

He obtained the highest overall result of all those graded (from white belt, all the way through to
EURZQEHOWLQFOXGLQJDGXOWV DQGZLOOEHUHFHLYLQJQRWRQO\DFHUWL¿FDWHIRUWKLVDFKLHYHPHQW
but also a trophy for obtaining a triple distinction pass WKH¿UVWWLPHKHKDVHYHUVFRUHGD
distinction in karate, let alone three!
This puts him in the top 10% in the country
for this level of grading.

It was pleasing to see how well this
DVVHPEO\ZDVUHFHLYHGE\VWXGHQWVVWD̆
and of course, our special guests - our
students' parents!

Kieran has worked extremely hard to obtain
WKLVUHVXOWDQGPRVWZHHNVWUDLQV¿YHWLPHV
a week – the only time he will miss a
NDUDWHOHVVRQLVWRFDUU\RXWKLV-XQLRU
Ambassador duties at the academy.

:HZLOOEHKROGLQJRXUQH[W.H\6WDJH&HOHEUDWLRQ$VVHPEO\LQWKH¿UVWKDOI
of the Summer term; which we hope many of you will be able to attend. It was
DORYHO\H[SHULHQFHEHLQJDEOHWRUHFRJQLVHDFKLHYHPHQWDQGH̆RUWIURPRXU
exceptional students in Key Stage 3. - Miss Carpenter - Head of Key Stage 3

He has also been invited to be a part of
a karate squad and to participate in his
¿UVWFRPSHWLWLRQGXULQJ$SULO

#soproud
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Wheelchair Basketball
Ormiston Victory students were very lucky to experience the return of
Jill and Barry Anderson from JA's Roadshow for wheelchair basketball
on February 2nd. Jill is the head coach at Bury Bombers Wheelchair
Basketball Club.

Victory Flag: Spring

Swimming
7KHVHFRQGEORFNRI2UPLVWRQ9LFWRU\6ZLPPLQJ&OXEKDVMXVW¿QLVKHGDW8($6SRUWVSDUNZLWK
students completing their six week course. I have seen some huge improvements in the swimming
ability of all students that have taken part – Ormiston Victory Swimming Club has been a huge
success with some excellent swimming distances by our students especially as some could not
swim at the start of the six weeks. Our new swimming group is about to start,
with 14 new excited learners to plunge into the pool. Miss Shorten - Teacher of PE.

Keep Swimming…

A hundred students were selected to
SDUWLFLSDWHWKURXJKRXWWKHGD\LQ¿YH
one hour sessions of pure fun and
FKDOOHQJHDQGHYHQVRPHVWD̆JRWWR
join in the fun too!
The students all got the sole use of a
specialist wheelchair each throughout
the session. Some of which had a value
of up to £2,500 each. The sessions
involved learning how to propel and
control the chair within games such as
stuck in the mud and bulldog, how to
pick up a loose ball while in motion in
the chair and obviously how to dribble
and shoot. All of these skills were
incredibly challenging compared to
those required in 'the running game'!
Our students demonstrated great
attitudes towards trying something
new and surprised themselves and the
coaches with how quickly they made
progress.

Jill and Barry were full
of praise for our students
and the overall hospitality
received at Victory, so
congratulations to all
those involved.

There is a fantastic opportunity
on Mondays after school, for both
males and females to learn a
new sport.

Mrs Bunning – Curriculum Leader of PE
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It doesn’t matter what your experience of trampolining is, as
sessions start at a beginner level and progress depending on the
ability of the students. There is the opportunity to set up two
trampolines, meaning there will be more time for each student to
get the most of the sessions. Danielle Shorten – Teacher of PE

Keep Jumping…
27

Trampolining Club
Swimming
Wheelchair
Basketball
March 2015 | Spring

Gymnastics at the UEA Sportspark
Our students had an exciting opportunity to visit SPRING at the
UEA Sportspark to use their purpose built gymnastics building.
28 girls went over two days to develop
their gymnastics skills using specialised
equipment and being taught by two
TXDOL¿HGFRDFKHV7KHJLUOVZHUHWDXJKW
GL̆HUHQWVNLOOVDQGEDODQFHVRQWKHEHDP
and the bars which we do not currently
KDYHLQWKHDFDGHP\
All students were buzzing after the hour
long session, especially after running and
launching themselves into the massive
foam pit!

We currently have a
gymnastics club and
trampolining club taking
place on Tuesdays after
school - so come and have
a go and you might also
have an opportunity to
visit SPRING.
Miss Shorten – Teacher of PE
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